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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

 Three incidents were recorded globally during the reporting period 

 East Africa HRA and Indian Ocean: One incident was recorded during the reporting period 

 West Africa HRA: One incident was recorded during the reporting period 

 South and Southeast Asia: One incident was recorded during the reporting period 

 Americas: No incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 

ADVISORIES  
 

 Southeast Asia: EU and Vietnam secure new maritime defence agreement 

 Persian Gulf: Japan considers a US-led maritime security effort 
 

RECORDED INCIDENTS  
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EAST AFRICA HRA AND INDIAN OCEAN THREAT LEVEL: SUBSTANTIAL 
SUBSTANTIAL 
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REGIONAL SUMMARY 
 

 One incident was recorded during the reporting period 

 Continuous piracy threat off the Somali coast and extending to the Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Oman. 

Actors involved in the ongoing conflict in Yemen have targeted vessels transiting the Bab-el-Mandeb 

Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS); increased vigilance is advised during daylight hours 

 High pressure dominates the weather pattern over the region producing mostly clear skies. Tropical 

 Cyclone 02A is influencing all areas. Southwest monsoon conditions resume after and will continue 

 until September. Expect increased localised wind flow through the Strait of Hormuz due to funnelling 

effects (Source: US ONI) 

 

RECORDED INCIDENTS 
  

 
 
 

01 07/08/19. 1930 UTC. CRIMINAL BOARDING. IMO. 14:23:30S - 040:42:00E. Nacala Outer Anchorage, 
Mozambique. Two armed robbers boarded an anchored chemical tanker via the hawse pipe and broke 
into the forecastle store. The crew noticed the robbers and raised the alarm, resulting in the robbers 
escaping with stolen ship's stores. 
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WEST AFRICA HRA 
 
 

                       THREAT LEVEL: SEVERE  

REGIONAL SUMMARY 
 

 One incident was recorded during the reporting period. 

 Continuous threat off Nigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana in addition to the coastlines of Cameroon, 

Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, the Republic of the Congo and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

 High pressure continues to dominate the weather in the region. Isolated thunderstorms and rain showers 

can be routinely expected along the West African coast (Source: US ONI)  

 

 

RECORDED INCIDENTS  
 

 

 
 
 

01 07/08/19. 1300 UTC. SUSPICIOUS APPROACH. 03:13:60N - 007:25:60E. NYA. 70NM S of Bonny Island, 
Nigeria. A black speedboat reportedly approached the port quarter of an unknown oil tanker which had 
been transiting from offshore to Calabar Port, at a distance of approximately 2NM. Officer of the watch on 
board the tanker spotted seven assailants on board the speedboat. Time and location approximate. 
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SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 
 

                       THREAT LEVEL: MODERATE  

REGIONAL SUMMARY 
 
 One incident was recorded during the reporting period  

 Criminal boardings remain the primary threat to the region. However, the threat from Extended Duration 

Cargo Theft (EDCT) is present across the Malacca Strait and South China Sea 

 Expect strong gusts in and around scattered thunderstorms throughout the Malacca Strait and the Andaman 

Sea due to funnelling effects and daytime heating. The west Pacific Ocean’s Tropical Cyclone Season runs from 

April to October. Expect numerous Tropical Cyclones to impact the region during this timeframe that could 

change the forecast (Source: US ONI) 

 

RECORDED INCIDENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01 06/08/19. 2000 UTC. CRIMINAL BOARDING. IMO. 01:06:12N - 104:10:42E. Tanjung Uban anchorage, 
Indonesia. Three robbers in a wooden vessel approached an anchored chemical tanker and attempted to 
board it using hooks attached to ropes. The duty officer noticed the assailants from the bridge and raised the 
alarm, sounded the ship’s whistle and shouted at the robbers. Hearing the alarm and seeing the crew alerted 
prompted the robbers to abort the boarding attempt and escape. Batam VTIS was informed. 
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SPECIAL ADVISORIES 
 

SOUTHEAST ASIA: EU AND VIETNAM SECURE NEW MARITIME DEFENCE AGREEMENT 
 
On 5 August the EU and Vietnam signed a defence agreement that will increase Vietnam’s participation in 
European maritime missions, UN peacekeeping operations and contribute to establishing greater regional security 
through multilateral cooperation. The meeting between Federica Mogherini, the EU’s High Representative on 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, with Vietnamese Minister of National Defence, General Ngo Xuan Lich, was 
held following the EU-ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference held in Thailand. 
 
Analysis: Considering China’s and Vietnam’s recent diplomatic fallout over the Vanguard Bank, a contested 
energy-rich area in the South China Sea that falls within Vietnam’s EEZ, the timing of the agreement highlights 
Vietnam’s strategic relationship-building in response to perceived Chinese maritime expansionism. Domestically 
the deal will likely be welcomed, as anti-Chinese sentiment continues to build, as exemplified by a demonstration 
outside of the Chinese embassy in Hanoi on 5 August protesting the presence of a suspected Chinese surveying 
vessel in Vietnamese waters. The agreements announcement will likely prompt an increased Chinese naval 
presence thus augmenting the frequency of which operators encounter Chinese naval patrols in the South China 
Sea. As Vietnam is due to become the Chair of ASEAN and a non-permanent member of the UNSC for the 2020-
2021 tenure, defense agreements will embolden Hanoi to push, with support from the EU and western allies, for 
greater freedom of navigation in an attempt to curtail Chinese maritime reach and cement its own in the medium 
term. 
 
PERSIAN GULF: JAPAN CONSIDERS A US-LED MARITIME SECURITY EFFORT 
 
On 7 August, following a meeting with his US counterpart, Japan’s Defense Minister Takeshi Iwaya stated that 
Japan is considering a US-led maritime security effort in the Strait of Hormuz. This statement comes as Japan’s 
largest refiner, JXTG Nippon Oil and Energy, which relies on the Middle East and Iran for more than 80% of its 
requirements, considers diversifying part of their crude supply to bypass the Strait of Hormuz. 
 
Analysis: Although relations between Tehran and Tokyo remain stable, JXTG Nippon’s search for ways to diversify 
their energy supply indicates the latter recognises the precarious situation in the Strait of Hormuz. It also suggests 
that Japan, facing a decision to either join the US-led maritime coalition and damage a key diplomatic relationship 
with Iran, or abstain with the risk of angering the US, is likely to pursue a collaboration with the US. Considering 
Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif’s warning to Britain that “acting in concert with the Trump administration 
would bring about consequences for them”, Japan joining forces with the US and UK in the region would likely 
render them a perceived accomplice. In light of Japan being one of few countries maintaining diplomatic relations 
with both the US and Iran such a move will significantly diminish the probability of de-escalation talks and hence 
increase the risk of long term instability in the Persian Gulf. It would also exacerbate the already rising tensions 
and further increase the likelihood of British and Japanese-flagged vessels being targeted. 
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ANNEX A – THREAT TERMINOLOGY  

The report’s findings are predictive and estimative. To communicate these findings clearly and in order 

to accurately compare threat levels, the report uses a variation of terminology used by the UK Foreign 

a nd Commonwealth Office (FCO). 
 
 

TERMINOLOGY DESCRIPTION 

Critical The likelihood of an incident is certain 

Severe The likelihood of an incident is almost certain 

Substantial The likelihood of an incident is probable 

Moderate The chances of an incident are about even 

Low The likelihood of an incident is improbable 

 
Piracy: NYA uses a modified version of the definition of piracy adopted by BMP5. For the purposes of 

this report, the term ‘piracy’ includes all violent and non-violent acts against vessels, her crew and 

cargo occurring either in internal waterways, territorial waters or deep offshore. Based on this 

definition, NYA classifies piracy incidents into six categories: 

 

 Hijacking – Crew lost control of the vessel and / or pirates kidnapped at least one crewmember 

and / or passenger(s) 

 Boarding – Pirates successfully board a vessel with the intent to hijack it but their attempt to 

take control of the vessel or kidnap crewmember(s) and / or passenger(s) failed 

 Attack – Vessel was attacked with gunfire or RPG fire, no boarding was successfully completed 

 Pirate Action Group (PAG) – Sighting or reporting of firearms and boarding equipment on board 

a suspicious vessel or sighting of a confirmed pirate mother ship 

 Criminal boarding – Vessel boarded with criminal intent, theft does not have to occur 

 Suspicious approach – Suspicious activity reported (i.e. a vessel was approached by unidentified 

skiff(s) with one or more persons on board) 

LIMITATIONS 

Our opinion and advice are given on the basis of the information given to us in our instructions and the 

surrounding circumstances known to us to exist at the time when those instructions are given. We do not 

accept responsibility for verifying the information or investigating beyond its limits. Subsequent changes to 

relevant information or to the surrounding circumstances may affect the reliability of our opinion and advice 

but we do not accept responsibility for that effect. We do not accept responsibility for the outcome of action 

taken or not taken as a result of our opinion and advice unless the possibility of that action being taken or not 

taken is set out in specific terms in our instructions. 

 
CONTACT US:  
 
UK Global Head Office: 

Switchboard: +44 (0) 118 900 1406 

Operations Centre (24 hrs): +44 (0) 118 900 1417 

info@castorvali.com 

mailto:info@castorvali.com
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ops@castorvali.com 
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