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Executive Summary  21/10/2019 

 Four incidents were recorded globally during the reporting period 

 East Africa HRA and Indian Ocean: No incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 West Africa HRA: Three incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 South and Southeast Asia: One incident was recorded during the reporting period  

 Americas: One incident was recorded during the reporting period  

 

Advisories 

 West Africa: Nigerian navy arrests seven alleged PMSC members 

 Middle East: Japan to deploy naval forces to red sea and Persian gulf 
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STRATEGIC OVERVIEW  
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REGIONAL SUMMARY 

 No incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 Continuous piracy threat off the Somali coast and extending to the Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Oman. 
Actors involved in the ongoing conflict in Yemen have targeted vessels transiting the Bab-el-Mandeb 
Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS); increased vigilance is advised during daylight hours 

 High pressure dominates the weather pattern over the region producing mostly clear skies. Southwest 
monsoon conditions resume after and will continue until September. Expect increased localised wind 
flow through the Strait of Hormuz due to funnelling effects (Source: US ONI) 

 

 

RECORDED INCIDENTS 

NSTR 

 

EAST AFRICA HRA AND INDIAN OCEAN           THREAT LEVEL:   SUBSTANTIAL 
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WEST AFRICA HRA           THREAT LEVEL :  SEVERE  

REGIONAL SUMMARY 

 Three incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 There is a continuous threat off Nigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana in addition to the coastlines of Came-
roon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, the Republic of the Congo and the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 High pressure continues to dominate the weather in the region. Isolated thunderstorms and rain show-
ers can be routinely expected along the Gulf of Guinea coast (Source: US ONI)  

   RECORDED INCIDENTS 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16/10/2019. 0900 UTC. ATTACK. 04:40:18N – 006:69:57E. NYA. Akuku Toru LGA, River State, Nigeria. An 
unknown number of armed assailants attacked and boarded a passenger vessel transiting inland waterways. 
The criminals reportedly stole passenger’s belongings. Location and time are approximate 

 

15/10/2019. 1000 UTC. ATTACK. 04:34:40N - 006:58:60E. NYA. River State, Nigeria. An unknown number of 
armed assailants attacked and boarded a passenger vessel transiting inland waterways. The criminals report-
edly stole passenger’s belongings. An unconfirmed report claimed one passenger had been killed during the 
incident. Location and time are approximate 

 

14/10/2019. 0100 UTC. ATTACK. 03:86:66N - 009:46:67E. NYA. 16NM off Douala, Cameroon. A fishing 
trawler was attacked and boarded by an unknown number of pirates, who seized control ofthe vessel. Other 
vessels operating in the area attempted to contact the targeted trawler via VHF but received no response. 
The pirates sailed the vessel to shore. The crew’s status is currently unknown 

 



REGIONAL SUMMARY 

 One incident was recorded during the reporting period  

 Criminal boarding’s remain the primary threat to the region. However, the threat from Extended 
Duration Cargo Theft (EDCT) is present across the Malacca Strait and South China Sea 

 Expect strong gusts in and around scattered thunderstorms throughout the Malacca Strait and the 
Andaman Sea due to funnelling effects and daytime heating. The west Pacific Ocean’s Tropical Cyclone 
Season runs from April to October. Expect numerous Tropical Cyclones to impact the region during this 
timeframe that could change the forecast (Source: US ONI) 

  

RECORDED INCIDENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

19/10/2019. 1700 UTC. CRIMINAL BOARDING. 01:03:45N - 103:38:70E. ICC-IMB. 6NM WNW of Kapalajernih 
Island, Singapore. A group of five armed pirates boarded a bulk carrier underway and took a crewmember 
hostage. After tying the crewmember’s hands together, the perpetrators stole vessel properties and escaped. 
The crewmember notified the officer on watch who then raised the alarm and reported the incident to the 
Singaporean authorities 

 

 
 

SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA               THREAT LEVEL: SUBSTANTIAL 
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WEST AFRICA: NIGERIAN NAVY ARRESTS SEVEN ALLEGED PMSC MEMBERS 

 

On 18 October the Nigerian Navy announced that it had arrested seven individuals alleged to have provided 
illegal maritime security services within the Nigerian EEZ. Naval personnel arrested the individuals on board a 
vessel after intercepting it near Bonny Anchorage. The suspects were believed to have escorted an oil tanker 
through waterways in Rivers state. Neither vessel maintained any records within AIS databases, and Nigerian 
security forces have begun an investigation into the arrested suspects and associated vessels 

 

NYA Analysis: It is illegal for private maritime security companies (PMSCs) to provide security services within 
Nigerian waters, and while security organisations are able to secure a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Nigerian Navy to provide logistical support, armed security assistance must be provided by naval forces. Nigerian 
naval personnel have periodically launched operations in 2019 targeting suspected ASTs acting without the 
permission of the Nigerian government, including an operation on 23 April 2019, in which naval forces arrested 
nine PMSC employees for carrying firearms within Nigerian waters. However, the continued presence of 
established pirate groups operating within the region is likely to continue to spur demand for illicit provision of 
private security forces on board vessels. While larger commercial operations are unlikely to attempt to explicitly 
violate Nigerian maritime law regarding PMSCs, concerns over corruption within the Nigerian Navy has prompted 
smaller, largely domestic operators to illegally employ private ASTs, thus it remains likely that further arrests of 
PMSC employees will take place over the medium term 

 

MIDDLE EAST: JAPAN TO DEPLOY NAVAL FORCES TO RED SEA AND PERSIAN GULF 

 

On 18 October Japan’s Chief Cabinet Minister Yoshihide Suga declared that Japan would deploy its own naval 
capabilities to the Red Sea and Persian Gulf to protect Japanese shipping operations within the region. Suga 
stated that Japan would not join the US’s proposed International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) naval 
coalition; however, Japanese naval vessels operating within these waters will cooperate with US coalition forces 
in the region. At the time of writing the makeup of the Japanese naval contingent and its deployment date are 
unconfirmed 

 

NYA Analysis: Japan’s decision to deploy its naval forces to Middle Eastern waters marks the latest in a series of 
efforts by international actors to secure their own commercial shipping operations within the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf. While the US-led IMSC, which also includes the UK, Australia, Israel, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
Bahrain, has accounted for the bulk of the naval build-up within the region, other states, including India, have 
increased their naval presence independent of the IMSC in a bid to avoid exacerbating tensions with Iran. Japan’s 
refusal to participate in the IMSC, despite its strategic relationship with the US, is likely driven by a similar desire 
to avoid detrimentally impacting its current position as a ‘neutral’ actor between Iran and the West. As tensions 
within the Persian Gulf and Red Sea are likely to increase over the medium term, it is likely that further countries 
will seek means to secure their commercial shipping operations while avoiding the diplomatic consequences of 
joining the IMSC, elevating the complexity of the security environment faced by vessels navigating in the region 
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 SPECIAL ADVISORIES  



The report’s findings are predictive and estimative. To communicate these findings clearly and in order to 
accurately compare threat levels, the report uses a variation of terminology used by the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO). 

 

Piracy: CV/NYA uses a modified version of the definition of piracy adopted by BMP5. For the purposes of this 
report, the term ‘piracy’ includes all violent and non-violent acts against vessels, her crew and cargo occurring 
either in internal waterways, territorial waters or deep offshore. Based on this definition, CV/NYA classifies 
piracy incidents into six categories: 

Hijacking – Crew lost control of the vessel and / or pirates kidnapped at least one crewmember and / or 
passenger (s) 

Boarding – Pirates successfully board a vessel with the intent to hijack it but their attempt to take control of the 
vessel or kidnap crew member( s) and / or passenger (s) failed 

Attack – Vessel was attacked with gunfire or RPG fire, no boarding was successfully completed 

Pirate Action Group (PAG) – Sighting or reporting of firearms and boarding equipment on board a suspicious 
vessel or sighting of a confirmed pirate mother ship 

Criminal boarding – Vessel boarded with criminal intent, theft does not have to occur 

Suspicious approach – Suspicious activity reported (i.e. a vessel was approached by unidentified skiff(s) with one 
or more persons on board). 

 

LIMITATION 

Our opinion and advice are given on the basis of the information given to us in our instructions and the 
surrounding circumstances known to us to exist at the time when those instructions are given. We do not accept 
responsibility for verifying the information or investigating beyond its limits. Subsequent changes to relevant 
information or to the surrounding circumstances may affect the reliability of our opinion and advice but we do 
not accept responsibility for that effect. We do not accept responsibility for the outcome of action taken or not 
taken as a result of our opinion and advice unless the possibility of that action being taken or not taken is set out 
in specific terms in our instructions. 
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ANNEX A _ THREAT TERMINOLOGY 

  

 The likelihood of an incident is  

 The likelihood of an incident is almost  

 The likelihood of an incident is  

 The chances of an incident are about  

 The likelihood of an incident is  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With our head office in the UK, and regional offices in East, West and South Africa, the Castor Vali Group specialises in International 
Protective Services, Corporate Security and Risk Management services to governments, multinational organisations and the energy 

sector in emerging and high risk markets. We have extensive experience and a thorough understanding of the risks when operating in 
remote and hostile environments with safety at the heart of our operations and we are proud to consistently deliver the most complex 
projects safely, on time and on budget. Our security and advisory experts are highly experienced and qualified to provide a dedicated, 

client focused service, delivering risk mitigation solutions carefully tailored to project priorities. 

You can contact us through the link below, by emailing info@castorval.com , or by telephone on: 

UK Switchboard: +44 (0)118 900 1406 | Operations Centre (24Hrs): +44 (0)118 900 1417 / +254 (0)20 440 9614  

Website: www.castorvali.com | ops@castorvali.com |  

 
 

 

 

UK Global Head Office: Castor Vali Ltd 

Davidson House, Forbury Square, Reading, RG1 3EU, United Kingdom  

Regional Headquarters: Castor Vali Africa  

The Stables, Karen Road, Office 45. PO Box 2042-00606, Nbi.  

Disclaimer 

You have received this report as part of your organisation’s subscription. Castor Vali assessment and advice is given on the basis of the information received and 

processed by us and the surrounding circumstances known to us to exist at the time. Subsequent changes to relevant information or to the surrounding circum-

stances may affect the reliability of our assessment and advice but we do not accept responsibility for that effect. We do not accept responsibility for the outcome 

of action taken or not taken as a result of our  assessment and advice unless the possibility of that action being taken or not taken is set out in specific terms in our 

instructions. 

ABOUT CASTOR VALI 
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