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   EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 
 Three incidents were recorded globally during the reporting period 
 East Africa HRA and Indian Ocean: One incident was recorded during the reporting period 

 West Africa HRA: Two incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 South and Southeast Asia: No incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 Americas: No incidents were recorded during the reporting period 
 

 ADVISORIES 

 

 Southeast Asia: India, Singapore and Thailand conduct naval exercise in the Bay of Bengal 

 Persian Gulf: UAE joins US-led Persian Gulf maritime alliance amidst heightening tensions 
 

RECORDED INCIDENTS 
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   EAST AFRICA HRA AND INDIAN OCEAN    THREAT LEVEL: SUBSTANTIAL 
 

 REGIONAL SUMMARY 

 One incident was recorded during the reporting period 

 Continuous piracy threat off the Somali coast and extending to the Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Oman. 
      Actors involved in the ongoing conflict in Yemen have targeted vessels transiting the Bab-el-Mandeb 
      Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS); increased vigilance is advised during daylight hours 

 High pressure dominates the weather pattern over the region producing mostly clear skies. 
      Southwest monsoon conditions resume after and will continue until September. Expect increased 
      localised wind flow through the Strait of Hormuz due to funneling effects (Source: US ONI) 

 

RECORDED INCIDENTS 

 

 
 

1. 17/09/19. 0338 UTC. HIJACK. 16:30:00N - 040:07:60E. ICC-IMB. Hermil island, Dahlak Archipelago, 
Eritrea. Approximately six armed pirates on board a speedboat hijacked a yacht in the Dahlak 
Archipelago 
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   WEST AFRICA HRA                                                                               THREAT LEVEL: SEVERE 
 
   REGIONAL SUMMARY 

 Two incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 Continuous threat off Nigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana in addition to the coastlines of Cameroon, 
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, the Republic of the Congo and the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 High pressure continues to dominate the weather in the region. Isolated thunderstorms and rain 
showers can be routinely expected along the Gulf of Guinea coast (Source: US ONI) 
 

  RECORDED INCIDENTS 
 

 
     1. 23/09/19. 0730 UTC. SUSPICIOUS APPROACH. 04:25:26N - 007:21:06E. NYA. 1 NM E of Bonny Island, 

Nigeria. Crew on board a fishing vessel witnessed armed men on board a speedboat carrying out criminal 
activities against other fishing boats and subsequently raised the alarm. An alert was spread and the lock 
down procedure activated 

 

    2. 16/09/19. 0345 UTC. HIJACK. 09:25:00N - 013:43:60W. NYA. Conakry Anchorage, Guinea. Four armed     
perpetrators with machetes, knives and an AK-47 boarded a tanker vessel. The assailants took the on-duty AB 
hostage by tying his hands and forcing him to lead them to the bridge. Once inside the bridge, the robbers 
took the duty officer hostage and forced him to lead them to the captain, chief engineer, third officer and 
bosun cabins. Personal belongings and equipment were reportedly stolen. At approximately 0445 UTC, the 
criminal actors escaped, leaving the crew locked in the cabin. The vessel and crew were reported as safe 
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SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA                                               THREAT LEVEL: SUBSTANTIAL 
 
REGIONAL SUMMARY 

 
 No incidents were recorded during the reporting period 

 Criminal boarding’s remain the primary threat to the region. However, the threat from Extended 
Duration Cargo Theft (EDCT) is present across the Malacca Strait and South China Sea 

 Expect strong gusts in and around scattered thunderstorms throughout the Malacca Strait and the 
Andaman Sea due to funneling effects and daytime heating. The west Pacific Ocean’s Tropical 
Cyclone Season runs from April to October. Expect numerous Tropical Cyclones to impact the region 
during this timeframe that could change the forecast (Source: US ONI) 

 

RECORDED INCIDENTS 

NSTR 
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NYA SPECIAL ADVISORIES 
 
SOUTHEAST ASIA: INDIA, SINGAPORE AND THAILAND CONDUCT NAVAL EXERCISE IN THE BAY OF BENGAL 

Between 16-20 September the navies of Singapore, India and Thailand participated in the SITMEX-19 maritime 

exercise in the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal. The five-day trilateral exercise represented the first of its kind 

between the three longstanding regional allies and involved over 500 participants operating on up to 15 naval 

vessels. These included guided-missile frigates, guided-missile destroyers, a Victory-class missile corvette and an 

offshore patrol vessel. 

 
NYA Analysis: According to a statement released by Singapore’s Ministry of Defence, SITMEX-19’s primary 
objective was to enhance regional maritime security through the promotion of interoperability between the 
participating navies. This included the exchange of “best management practices” during the exercise’s sea and 
harbour phases. However, it is important to note that SITMEX19’s implementation also supports India’s new and 
robust policy against Chinese expansionism in the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. In response to China’s 
assertive presence in the South China Sea – which has already led to a series of recent territorial disputes and naval 
confrontations – New Delhi has sought to preemptively bolster its defensive capabilities in the Bay of Bengal by 
offering humanitarian and military support to its littoral allies. This support includes the offer of shipbuilding 
services, specialist training and hydrographic assistance. While China’s policy in the Bay of Bengal remains unclear, 
it is highly likely that regional naval forces will continue to collaborate as a means of bolstering maritime security 
in the short to medium term. 
 

PERSIAN GULF: UAE JOINS US-LED PERSIAN GULF MARITIME ALLIANCE AMIDST HEIGHTENED TENSIONS 

On 19 September the UAE announced that it had officially joined the US-led International Maritime Security 

Construct (IMSC), an alliance aimed at protecting navigation and commercial shipping rights in the Strait of 

Hormuz, the Bab al-Mandab Strait, the Sea of Oman and the Persian Gulf. With the addition of the UAE, the IMSC 

now consists of six contributing members – including Australia, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the UK and the US. 

 

NYA Analysis: As a result of the deteriorating security situation in the Persian Gulf region, the UAE’s decision to 
join the IMSC has been anticipated and comes less than a week after alleged Iranian airstrikes targeted Saudi 
Arabia’s Abqaiq Oil Refinery and Khurais oil field – affecting the production of an approximated 5% of global oil 
output. In addition to these strikes, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) has seized four foreign vessels in 
regional waters and been accused of attacking at least nine others between May and September. Though the 
IMSC’s efforts will help to provide a degree of security to merchant vessels transiting corridors, the organisation 
will likely have limited operational capacity to protect vessels when considering the high volume of traffic in this 
area. As a result, the threat to shipping operations in the Persian Gulf region will remain heightened in the medium 
term. 
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ANNEX A - THREAT TERMINOLOGY 

The report’s findings are predictive and estimative. To communicate these findings clearly and in  
order to accurately compare threat levels, the report uses a variation of terminology used by the UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). 

THT LEVEL DESCRIPTION 

TERMINOLOGY DESCRIPTION 

Critical The likelihood of an incident is certain 

Severe The likelihood of an incident is almost certain 

Substantial The likelihood of an incident is probable 

Moderate The chances of an incident are about even 

Low The likelihood of an incident is improbable 

Mo 
 

Piracy: NYA uses a modified version of the definition of piracy adopted by BMP5. For the purposes 
of this report, the term ‘piracy’ includes all violent and non-violent acts against vessels, her crew 
and cargo occurring either in internal waterways, territorial waters or deep offshore. Based on this  
definition, NYA classifies piracy incidents into six categories:  
 

 Hijacking – Crew lost control of the vessel and / or pirates kidnapped at least one crewmember and / or 
passenger(s) 

 Boarding – Pirates successfully board a vessel with the intent to hijack it but their attempt to 
take control of the vessel or kidnap crewmember(s) and / or passenger(s) failed 

 Attack – Vessel was attacked with gunfire or RPG fire, no boarding was successfully completed 

 Pirate Action Group (PAG) – Sighting or reporting of firearms and boarding equipment on board a 
suspicious vessel or sighting of a confirmed pirate mother ship 

 Criminal boarding – Vessel boarded with criminal intent, theft does not have to occur 

 Suspicious approach – Suspicious activity reported (i.e. a vessel was approached by unidentified skiff(s) 
with one or more persons on board) 
 

LIMITATION 

Our opinion and advice are given on the basis of the information given to us in our instructions and the 

surrounding circumstances known to us to exist at the time when those instructions are given. We do not 

accept responsibility for verifying the information or investigating beyond its limits. Subsequent changes to 

relevant information or to the surrounding circumstances may affect the reliability of our opinion and advice 

but we do not accept responsibility for that effect. We do not accept responsibility for the outcome of action 

taken or not taken as a result of our opinion and advice unless the possibility of that action being taken or 

not taken is set out in specific terms in our instructions. 
 global team. NYA prevention consultants are 

  CONTACT US:  
UK Global Head Office: 

Switchboard: +44 (0) 118 900 1406 

Operations Centre (24 hrs): +44 (0) 118 900 1417 

info@castorvali.com 

ops@castorvali.com 
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